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On the Love of our COUNTRY. 


648 S divine Providence has plac’d the human 
@& Mind in a great Variety of Relations, fo, in 
w refle€ting an thefe, it perceives various Ob- 
&@ ligations or moral Duties neceflarily refult- 
ing. And as thofe Relations are more or lefs 
} important to the great Syftem of Nature, fo 
the Duties which refult from them are ne- 
ceflarily of higher or inferior Obligation. 
Above half of the Evils that are under the Sun; havearifen from not 
fufficiently attending to this great Truth; from ating in Obe- 
dience to fome lefs extenfive moral Precept, in Prejudice to one 
more general and mofe indifpenfably obliging; which, im the 
moral World, is an Error of the fame kind, as it would be in the 
phyfical, if Nature, to prevent the Inconveniences of an Eclipfe, 
thould alter the Motions of the heavenly Bodies, and break thro’ 
Og thofe 
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thofe cftablifh’d Laws on which the whole Solar Syftem de- 
pends. How often has a zealous Attachment to fome particu- 
lar Truth, hurried the Partizan to affront all the Ties of Good- 
nature and Gocd-brecding? It were to be wifh’d, that no 
more gricvous Inftance could be produc’d. But how often ha: 
Obccience and Fidelity to a Superior ingag’d Men in Enter- 
piizes the incit unjuft and execrable ; in drivi ing Nations from 
their Seats, and in fact rificing Millions to the V anity of a fingle 
Mortal: Cortez, the great Spaniard, had fo dutiful a Subjec- 
tion and Loyalty to his King, that he would not alfume the 
Sovereignty of a mighty Empire, becaufe he had conquer’d it 
nder his Mafter’s Standard: Had he been as fcrupulous. with 
much iigher Obligation, (the Rights of Man- 
kind and the Good of human Society) the poor Adexican 
might now ‘are been vifiting the old World in Peace and Fre 
dein, imp: ig the Riches of th cir Climate, and adornin 
ir nati mplicity with the Manufactures, the Sciences, 
and Policy ets ura 

There is har rdly any moral Duty of morc unexceptionable 
Obligation t “yA wove of our Country. The Reafon is plain; 
for almoft all our moral Nibalon are included in our Country, 
and confeque ntly, all particular Duties are fubosdinate to the 
Duty which we owe the Public. A Father, aSon, a Friend, 

a Hufband, are all indebted, for their refpective Enjoyments, 
to the Prot tection of that Civil Society under which they live ; 
therciore. the Relation in which they ftand to that Society, is 
more important than that in which they ftand to any of its 
Members ; they therefore owe it a more indifpenfable Du ity 5 
they muit therefore fubmit the Obligations of Kindred, ‘oi 
Friendfhip, or Neighbourh ood, whenever their Obligation to 
the Public requires it. ‘Thus it fhould feem, tha it Man, being 
confider’d only as an Affociate in a legal Community, can have 
no moral Principle to contradict or to limit his Zeal for the 
Welfare of his Country. 

There 13 an od id Cx icluf ion which follows from this Argu- 
ment; n amcly, that a Subjedt of ad. fpotic 0 ti owes 7, 
Diity or Service to bis Cour try. For that Kind of Duty ‘Or ton 
is alto: gether founded on the good things which he enjoys under 
the Protection of his Country ; but where defpotic W iil and 
Pleafure governs, his Country does not, will not afford him 
any fuch Proteétion ; 3 any which may net be revok'd in a Mo- 
ment ; 3 any which truly deferves the Name: He therefore owes 
her no Duty i in return. 

*T will be granted, perhaps, as above, that confidermg Man 
eniy in his Relation to a le; gal Community, a Zeal tor that 
Lci- 
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Community, or a Love of his Country, muft be the higheft 
moral Principle of his A€tions. But to have an adequate Idea 
of human Life, we muft confider Man as affected by two 
other Reiations, both more important than that of his Coun- 
try ; and both, of confequence, fuperintending and limiting 
the Duty which he owes it. The firft of thefe is the Relation 
which each Man bears to the whole human Species. “That this 
Relation is more important than that of any Citizen to his par- 
ticular State or City, appears from hence, that no civil Com- 
munity under Heaven is abfolutely independent or felf-futh- 
cient: They are all in fome degree indebted to the Alliance 
and Protedtion of their Neighbours; and‘ all, in a great de- 
gree, to a mutual Traffick of the Conveniences of Life; fome 
of thefe being the Produ& of one State, fome of another, and 
no State, within herfelf, being Miftrefs of all. The Obliga- 
tion of every Man to the whole human Species, is therefore 

greater than that of any Citizen to his particular Country. 
The other of thefe Relations, and that which naturally prefides 
over and commands all the reft, is that in which we ftand to the 
Author of our Being ; the Supremacy of which needs no Detail 
of Reafons to prove it. In confequence of this, we are in the firft 
place oblig’d toaétconformably to the Will of God; fothat what- 
ever moral Precept happens, in any peculiar Situation, to have 
a Tendency not coincident with the divine Will, that particu- 
Jar Precept muft then unqueftionably give way ; as unqucitio- 
nably, as parental Affection muft refign to public Duty, when 
the Safety of a State requires a Father’s Acquiefcence in the 
Lofs of his Son. I am fenfible of the Caution with which this 
Argument ought to be treated, and what fhocking Effects 
have attended the Abufe of it. An Inquifitor, when he tor- 
tures or burns a Heretick, is pofitive that he a¢ts in Conformi- 
ty to the divine Will, and looks no further for his Juftification. 
The beft and fafeft way therefére of informing ourfelves con- 
cerning this high Rule of Obedience, is by a careful Attention 
to whatfoever Things are laudable and of good report; by ap- 
pealing to the Conititution of the human Mind, and a@ing in 
Conformity to the moral and focial Affections which God has 
given us. And while this great Law governs our Behaviour, 
we can be in no hazard of contradicting the divine Will; 
but if, inftead of it, we purfue the Dictates of any particular 
Seét or Party, we can never affure ourfelves of our Confift- 
ence either with Religion or Humanity. It is indeed furpri- 
zing, that Men who believe in God, and who believe him the 
Author of the human Mind, fhould ever be at a Lofs con- 
cerning his Will, in Queftions which relate folely to Juftice 
Oo2 and 
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and Clemency ; where the natural Dictates of the Heart are as 
obvious and pofitive, as the Dictates of the Underftanding in 
confirming a geometrical Truth. Yet fo it is; we overlook 
the Precepts of the Ged within the Mind, and judicioufly ap- 
peal to thofe which he is faid to tranfmit to us through the un- 
corrupted Channels of Party and Self-intereft. 

Whoever takes the right Method to inform himfelf concern- 
ing the divine Will, may foon be convinced, in the natural 
way of Enquiry, that God demands nothing of him which 
can limit or obftruct the general Good of human Society ; 
that the great End of his Government is, indeed, nothing 
elfe than the true Happiuefs of all his Creatures. This is the 
Doétrine of natural Reafon; and if we want a higher Autho- 
rity, we fhall find that the only probable Revelation of his 
politive Will, is entirely conformable to this natural Bent and 
Conftitution of the human Mind. To return therefore to our 
Argument; if the Intereft and Purfuits of our particular 
Country be at any time contrary to the general Good of 
Mankind, the Love of our Country, in this Cafe, and our 
Defire of its Succefs, not only run counter to natural Huma- 
nity, but are alfo moft certainly inconfiftent with the Will of 
God. So that we have here the two higheft Principles of Ob- 
ligation or Duty to reftrain and over-rule our national Attach- 
ment. 

By this Method of confidering the Argument, we find many 
Inftances where the Love of our Country may be a criminal 
AffeSion. Our Country may be aiming at univerfal Empire; 
and if our publick Spirit be fo ill directed as to with it Succefs 
in fuch an Enterprize, we join with a FaGtion of Robbers, 
againft the Peace and Welfare of all our Fellow-Creatures. 
Almoft every Citizen of ancient Rome, in the fixth and 
feventh Centuries of that State, was, in this Senfe, a Con- 
federate with Pirates and Banditti; at leaft a Carthaginian, 
an Achean, a Spaniard, or a Briton thought fo: And if they 
did, they had right Reafon on their Side unqueftionably. A 
anodern Frenchman ftands in the fame Predicament ; but with 
this comfortable Addition, that he aéts wickedly for the Sake 
of Folly : The Roman fought unlimited Power for himfelf and , 
his Fellow-Citizens ; the Frenchman feeks immoveable Fetters 
for himfelf and his Fellow-Slaves. 

Our Country, alfo, may profecute felfifh Schemes, by un- 
juft, treacherous, or difhonourable Methods; and in thefe 
Cafes, to wifh it Succefs, is the fame thing as it would be in 
private Life, to be an Aitiftant in the paltry Meafures of an 


unfair Trader, an oppreflive Ufurer, or a perfidious Guardian. 
The 
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The Hiftory of modern Jtaly affords us a remarkable Inftance 
of this kind. After Cefar Borgia had expell’d the Duke of 
Urbino, and feiz’d a great Part of the Romagna, intending to 
erect it into a Dutchy for himfelf; the principal Noblemen of 
Rome, knowing the abandon’d Wickednefs of the Man, met 
together in a Council, or Diet, to provide for their common 
Security againit his growing Power. At their Head was Vi- 
telozzo Vitelli, one of the greateft Captains of his time. ‘They 
agreed to fupport each other againft their common Enemy ; 
and this Refolution of their Diet being known through Italy, 
encourag’d the People of Urbino to revolt, and recall their 
lawful Sovereign. Upon this, the aflociated Lords refolved 
not to let flip fo favourable an Opportunity of entirely break- 
ing in pieces that dangerous Power which Borgia had acquir’d 
by the moft pernicious Arts, and which he daily apply’d to the 
moft fhameful Purpofes. They accordingly folicited the 
Friendfhip and Affiftance of the Republic of Florence, at that 
time one of the moft powerful States in /taly. It was u::doubt- 
edly the true Intereft of the Florentines, as much as of the 
Roman Nobility, to crufh the Empire which Borgia was ftriving 
to erect. Notwithftanding this, and notwithftanding all the 
Ties of Honour and Generofity, the Florentines not only re- 
fus’d their Affiftance, but ordr’d their Secretary, Machiavel, 
to inform Borgia of all thefe Tranfactions, and to promife him 
their Affiftance. The Confequence of which was,the utter Defeat 
of this honourable Confederacy, the Eftablifhment of an ex- 
ecrable Power, and the Murder of thofe illuftrious Men who 
had ftood up for the general Safety. A Citizen of Florence 
might perhaps think it his Duty to wifh his Country Succefs 
in thefe hateful Proceedings; but furely his Wifhes would, 
in this Cafe, be as criminal as thofe of any Man in private 
Life, who fhould think himfelf bound, in gratitude, to pro» 
mote the mifchievous Schemes of a Neighbour, becaufe that 
Neighbour had formerly been his Friend or Benefactor. 

Thus it plainly appears, that the Love of our Country may 
be a blameable Paffion, in Cafes that affe&t the Welfare of our 
Neighbours. But what fhall we fay, if it fhould be found fo, 
even when confin’d within the Barriers of our native City, 
and exerting itfelf only in good Wifhes for our Fellow-Citi- 
zens? For this, without doubt, may frequently be the Cafe ; 
the Truth of which may be well illuftrated by an Example 
from private Life. No Man ever queftion’d whether parental 
Affection was not, in itfelf, an amiable thing. By it, we are 
naturally led to ftudy and promote the Good of our Children; 
if we have right Opinions concerning what is Good, by pro- 
; . moting 


286 The MUSEUM: Or the 


moting the Good of our Children, we promote the Good of 
Society: But fome Parents think the unlawful Acquifition of 
Riches good ; fome Parents think the mifchievous Acquifition 
of Power good; in wifhing well, therefore, to their Sons, 
in exercifing the parental Affection, they will naturally with 
that their Sons may be powerful, though to mifchicvous Pur- 
pofes, may be rich, though by unlawful means; and how 
fhall we reckon fuch a With to be laudable or innocent? 
Public Spirit, in like manner, takes the Tin&ture of Virtue or 
Vice, from our true or falfe Opinions concerning public 
Good : For fome States are govern’d by one general Motive 
or Principle of Action, fome by another; their Notions of 
public Good are true or falfe, accordingly as their leading Mo- 
tive is virtuous or vicious ; and their particular Withes for the 
Welfare of their Country, are determin’d folely by their No- 
tions of public Good ; fo that where thefe are falfe, there pub- 
lic Spirit muft neceffarily be immoral. A late great Poet ac- 
counts for the Characters of particular Men chiefly, or folely, 
from what he calls their ru/ing Paffion ; the ruling Pajfion of a 
State, affords as furea Key to the good or ill Character of the 
public Spirit of its Citizens. “The Lydians, the Cypriots of old, 
and the Venetians of latter times, were habitually immers’d in 
Juxurious Pleafures ; a private Man therefore, in thefe States, 
when he with’d well to his Country, wifh’d that his Fellow- 
Citizens might go on, without Difturbance, in the Practice 
of their inglorious and effeminating Vices: So that his Love 
of his Country had no better Title to the Name of Virtue, 
than the companionable Jollity of a peaceful Debauchee. A 
Citizen of medern Rome, thinks himfeif dire&ed by the Love 
of his Country, to with for the Prefervation of Reliques, and 
the Increafe of Miracles ; to rejoice if a Sovereign Prince will 
kneel down to falute his Holinefs’s Toe, and to pray that 
Heaven would reform the People of England from believing 
that Religion has any thing to do with common Senfe. Even 
in a neighbouring Republic, where Gain is the ruling Paffion 
of every private Citizen, the Love of the Public is nothing more 
than a Defire that Money may circulate plentifully. I would 
not deal untenderly with my own Countrymen ; but I fhould 
rejoice to find that our Love ef Old England partook of no in- 
hofpitable Pride, of no Gothic Superftition, of no French or 
Turkifo Servility. An Englifhman fhould be afham’d if, by the 
Love of bis Country, he be found to mean any thing lefs than a 
calm,. refclute, habitual Defire that the People of England 
may for ever be free, virtuous, and orderly among themfelves, 
and for ever watchful, valiant, and glorious in proteéting thejr 
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Neighbours and the whole civiliz’d World, againft the En- 
croachments of Univerfal Monarchy. 


A Prejecdt for raifing an Hofpital for Decayed AuTHORS. 


To the Keeper of the MUSEUM. 


SIR, , 
I Sit down to write to you in Behalf of a Set of Gentlemen 

in this Town, with whom you are not unacquainted, 
call’d Authors ; whofe Appearance in Public, for many prudent 
Reafons, being feldom, and their Habitations far above the 
common Level with the reft of Mankind; they pafs un- 
notic’d by the Generality of the World, and are look’d upon 
by others as a Name without a Being. From whence this 
Want of Refpect for fo confiderable a Body of Men proceeds, 
I won’t take upon me to fay; but certain it is, that many 
worthy Wits by Profeffion are ftarving in a Garret, whilit 
the Gravitation of Dulnefs daily brings Hundreds to and 
from the Exchange, and the neighbouring Allies, in their 
Chariots. What a fad Reflection it is, that the moft beauti- 
ful Ode in HorACE won’t raife Six-pence in the City, when 
an ordinary Knowledge of the Multiplication-Table will 
accumulate Eftates! This unaccountable Humour in the 
Nation, of preferring the Writings of the Bank Direéors to 
thefe of the Sons of Parnaffas, has reduc’d many a fine Poetical 
Genius to dearn his own Stockings. 

A Friend of mine, who accidentally became acquainted 
with two or three of thefe great Men, who nobly defy 
Poverty for the Sake of exhibiting their extraordinary Talents, 
took me one Day to vifit ’em in their Occupation. We 
were led by the Mafter of the Houfe where they lodg’d, a 
Bookfeller by Trade, up a-very handfome Pair of Stairs, 
where I imagin’d we fhould have been introduc’d to the 
Literati upon the firft Floor ; but how great was my Sur- 
prize to be conducted up two or three Stories more, and 
then up a Ladder into a Cock-loft, where eight or nine of 
thefe illuftrious Spirits were amufing themfelves with Com- 
pofitions of various Sorts; not, as our Guide feem’d to 
infinuate, for the Lucre of Porter and Pudding, but from 
the nobler Motive of benefiting Mankind by their Lucubra- 
tions. I muft own their unfuitable Situation made me feel 
fome Concern for ’em, tho’ they feem’d to have very little 
for themfelves. But my Attention to their deplorable Cir- 

cum- 
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cumftance was interrupted by a Miftake that my Ignorance 
of their Trade led me into; for after the firft intro- 
ductory Salutations were over, they fell again to their former 
Employments without taking any farther Notice of us: and 
as I was very attentive out of Curiofity, I heard one 
of ’em call foftly acrofs the Table to another who fat 
oppofite to him, ‘* Prithee, Mart. Prior, lend me thy 
“* Simile of the Bird’s Nef.” Upon my expreffing fome 
Surprize at the Name of Mat. Prior, my Friend whif- 
per’d me, that every one of the Gentlemen perfonated 
fome Poet of Note, and imitated, as well as they were able, 
his Stile, and that fuch Compofitions were publifh’d under 
the Titles of Remains, Pofthumous Works, &e. I can’t fay but 
my Indignation began to be kindled at a Proceeding fo injurious 
to the Deceas’d, had not an Object of a different Nature 
excited my Laughter; for whilft thefe Deputy Harmonifts 
were coupling their Rhimes together, an old Woman of a 
venerable Afpeét mounted the Ladder, and inform’d the 
Company that the Milk-Porridge was ready ; the Pens were 
inftantly ftuck behind the Ears, the Ink remain’d in Peace; 
and the Sound of Beams, purling Streams ; Loves, Doves, and 
Groves, was heard no more. I imagin’d as foon as the Vifit 
was over, that my Acquaintance with thefe Sons of the Adu/es 
would be fo too ; but I very foon after found my Error ; for 
as I was walking in St. ‘fames’s Park the next Sunday; I 
obferv’d three Gentlemen in rufty Philofophical black Coats, 
Brafs-hilted Swords, and Tie Wigs, rifing up from one of 
the Benches to meet me; when they were come a little 
nearer, I perceiv’d one of ’em to be my old Friend the 
Simile-Lender, the worthy Reprefentative of A/at. Prior, 
who accofted me with the moft obliging Condefcenfion. As 
our Converfation, during my Stay in the Park, was pretty 
long, I fhan’t trouble you wi:h a particular Account of it 
any farther, than to acquaint you that it began with animad- 
verting on the damn’d Ta/te of the Town, as they call’d it; 

and concluded with thcir borrowing half a Crown apiece of 

me. Such is the Condition of many a great Soul in this 

Kingdom, who magnanimoufly fcorning to engrofs, to pound 

in a Mortar, or live like any other vile Mechanic, has rather 

chofe to confine himfelf fix Days in feven, fecling the inwards 

Call of 4 Poetical Spirit, than breathe the fame Air with the 

illiterate Multitude! As many Hundreds therefore are led 

into great Inconveniencies, not by their own Faults, but by 

this Writing Devil that poflefles *em, I think it would be a 

Charity alogether worthy of the prefent public Spirit, to found 

an 
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an Hofpital for neceffitous Authors ; fuch I mean as.are not 
quite furious, for thofe of Courfe will be admitted into that 
founded by the late Dean of St. Patrick’s for Lunaticks ; and 
as no Scheme of this Sort has hitherto been laid before the 
Publick, I beg Leave to infert the following in your Mu- 
eum. 

The firft Thing to be confider’d is a proper Spot to build 
an Hofpital upon ; for which I think Tothill Fields would not 
be amifs, as they lie contiguous to the Banks of the fertile 
Thames, whofe Streams have been the Subje& of fo many 
fine Compofitions, and may ferve to recall even in old Age 
the Ideas ef their former Rimes The Structure fhould be 
of the old Gothick Collegiate Architefure, containing about 
two hundred Apartments, not regular and uniform, but of 
different Sizes, &c. according to the different Geniufles and 
Ditpofitions of thofe that are to be admitted. In this Point too 
the Situation of the Chambers ought to be obferv’d ; for In- 
ftance, the Compilers of Vade-mecum’s, Abridgment-makers, 
&c. fhould be ftation’d in the Cellars under Ground, the 
Ode Writers next to the Sky-light, the Tranflators on the 
Ground-Floor, and the Epic and Dramatic Authors on the firft 
and fecond Stories. In the midft of the Whole I would have a 
largé Hall, where the whole Society fhould meet three Times 
a Day, to be provided at every Meal with Dithes adapted 
to their Conftitutions ; for Care muft be had, that the Gentle- 
men who foar “ above the vifible diurnal Sphere,” don’t eat 
of Beef or any other Meat that is fubjec to clog the Intel- 
lefts ; but be fed as Pindar and the Bards of old were, with 
Food that elates and puts the Fancy on the Wing. This 
College fhould be govern’d by a Preijdent and Twelve Di- 
reétors, all of whom have been Bookfellers in London for the 
Space of feven Years before the Time they are elected fuch, 
that they may be thereby qualified to judge properly of the Pre- 
tetifions of the Candidates to this Charity. Every Candidate 
muft have the Recommendation of one or more of the Di- 
re€tors, and a Certificate under the Hands and Seals of four 
of the Company of Stationers, that he has been Mufe-rid 
for teri Years, in fuch a Manner as to be entirely incapa- 
citated for arly other Vocation in Life. If thefe Things 
feein clear, the Perfon fhall be admitted without any farther 
Trouble, except ’tis prov’d he is worth Money ; for a rich 
Man mut be as incapable to enter this Hofpital as the Kingdom 
of Heaven. 

We next come to the Choice of proper Servants and 
Attendants. Now as there are in the three Kingdoms innu- 


p merable 
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merable Footmen, and Cha: .ber Maids, who fpend beft part 
of their Time with Lee and Otway, and daily condemn Fate 
for having plac’d People of their uncommon Talents in fuch a 
Situation, as to be fubject to be call’d every Moment from the 
heroic Company of Alexander and Roxana, and fent to con- 
verfe much againft their Inclinations with the Dregs of the 
People ; 1 would have all fuch as are difpos’d to live retir’d, 
and to have frequent Opportunities of converfing not only with 
dead Pocts but living Wits, come and offer their Service to the 
Hofpital; where they fhall be furnifh’d with every thing 
neceflary for Life, and be allow’d, after the little Latour that 
fhall be required of them is over, ftated Hours for their fa- 
vourite Studies. 

When thefe things are all fettled, and a handfome Subfcrip- 
tion opened, the Legiflature, no doubt, will give Encourage- 
ment to fo noble, ufeful, and charitable a’ Foundation, by 
eftablifhing the Lands and Funds rais’d for its fupport by par- 
liamentary Authority ; and if it would not be look’d upon as 
Prefumption to give a Hint to fo wife and auguft an Affembly, 
a Tax might be laid, which would bring in vaft Sums annual- 
ly, and at the fame time be no Burthen to the induftrious Sub- 
ject, but on the contrary tend to promote every Branch of 

i rade in the Nation. ‘he Tax I mean fhould be laid upon that 
unprofitable Commodity, that abounds fo much in thefe King- 
doms, commonly call’d Scribbling. There fhould be in every Parith 
an Infpeétor into this Manufactory, fuppofe the Parfon, who 
fhould take his Rounds once a Week, likethe Excifeman, to 
vifit thofe that are Dealers, and receive the limited Duty ; 
and to obviate any Fraud, very large Penalties fhould be laid 
upon all fuch, as fhould clandeftinely make Verfe or Profe, or 
a Mixture of both, (which I think is moft in requeft at pre- 
fent) without previoufly acquainting the ecclefiaftical Officer, 
or at leaft informing him immediately after. This Expence 
would hinder many an Attorney’s Clerk, and Prentice from 
Phillifing away his Time, and keep him from being reduc’d at 
laft to the Hoipital. 
~ Should it be objected by the Proprictors of the Magazines, 
or other periodical Mifcellanies, that fuch a Tax would de- 
prive them of many an ingenious Performance both in Verfe 
and Profe, the Grievance may be redrefs’d by applying to the 
Directors, and compounding with them for fo much a Year for 
all their Authors in a Lump, as thofe People do with Commiffio- 
ners of Turnpikes, who live near the Gate. Thus, Sir, 
having thrown together fome loofe Thoughts of my - I 

cave 
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leave you and the Reader to make what farther Improve- 
iient. upon the Proje& you are able, concluding with Horace, 





Si quid novifti refius iftis 
Candidus imperti, fi non, his titere mecum. 


Iam 
Your moft humble Servant 
and conftant Reader, 


MusoPHILUS. 


An Account of the Revolution in an Emmet’s Nef; 
accafion’d by kicking up a Tile in Ormefby Park, in 
Lincolnfhire : related in a Letter from the Princess 
PisMERILLA, ¢o ber Friend GRANARIA. 


UR whole State is in the utmoft Confufion ; and our 

Diftrefles are fo great, that I have neither Leifure nor 
Spirits enough to give you a full Account of them. How- 
ever I muft fend you fuch a one as I can ; that it may induce 
you the fooner to come and vifit one whom you have 
always lov’d, and who never wanted a Friend to condole 
with fo much as on this melancholy Occafion. 

You know how happily our whole Nation ufed to live 
under the King, my Father; and have often admir’d with 
me that firm Covering which Providence had laid all over 
our Capital ; and which (next to my Father’s wife and mild 
Adminiftration) was the greateft Caufe of the general Hap- 
pinefs of all our People. By Day, when that Globe of 
Fire in the Heavens (which ripens the Corn for us) was too 
violent, and fcorched all the neighbouring Nations of Em- 
METS ; we had a fafe Retirement, where we were neither 
dazled with its Light, nor tormented with the too great 
Heat of its Beams. By Night, when the Clouds thicken’d, 
and ftreamed down in little Rivers; our Covering was only 
made the more fmooth by it ; and none of its Moifture ever 
penetrated into our Houfes or Granaries. Our People al- 
Ways went out chearfully to work; and if they found the 
Heats too violent, or faw a Shower drawing together in 
the Clouds, had each his Grotto to retire to under this red 

Pp 2 Piece 
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Piece of Rock, that extended itfelf over all our Habitations. 
There was not then any People fo happy as we were: and 
now, alas! there is fcarce fo miferable a People on the Face of 
the whole Earth, a3 we are become at one Blow. 

On the firft Day of the laft Full-moon (which you know 
is our great Feftival, as falling in the midft of the labour- 
ing Half of the Lond as I was retired to my Morning De- 
votions, on a fuddain I thought I faw all that Part of the red 
Rock which was ever my Apartment trembling, and in Agi- 
tation ; when, in an Inftant, other Parts of it appeared over 
my Head, and then others, till at laft it left my Apartments, 
and the whole City quite expofed to the hic. All this 
was done almoft in an Inftant; in much lefs Time than I 
have been fpeaking of it to you. The King my Father 
was then in Counci! with the Chiefs of the City ; and found 
himfelf expofed all at once to the glaring Light of the Day, 
as well as all the reft of us. ”Tis impoffible as yet to tell 
all the Damage that has been done. The Walls of the grand 
Houfe for the Infants are tumbled in; and great Numbers 
of the little Innocents perifh’d under the Rubbifh. The 
Eggary has fared yet worfe. Our Storehoufes, and great part of 
the Grain in them, are deftroy’d. In one Word, almoft all 
our Houfes, and the Palace itfelf, is nothing but one Heap 
of Ruins. The heavy Rains which fell that Afternoon and 
all the next Night, have compleated our Misfortunes ; and 
we have fcarce enough left alive to bury the Dead. 

It is thought by moft, that the Occafion of this great Ca- 
lamity to our Nation was an Earthquake: for it muft, they 
fay, have required fome general Diforder in Nature, to move 
fo vaft and fo extended a Rock, as that was over us. Others 
fay, it was one of thofe Prodigious Monfters, which Provi- 
dence (out of its Goodnefs to us) allows but two Legs to 
walk about upon, that they may not crufh yet more Regi- 
ments of our People to Death than they daily do. The 
Guards who were on Duty when this Accident happen’d, 
were all dettroyed except one ; who is very much wounded, 
and now lies dangeroufly ill. He has a violent delirious Fever ; 
but fays between whiles, that juft before this happen’d, one 
of thefe Moniters aCtually drew towards the City ; an? 
that he faw him fuddenly raife up one of thofe vaft Columns 
which fupport him, and drive away the whole Rock before 
him with the End of it. How true his Account may be, 
Heaven only knows; but furely it is not unlike the Cha- 
sacter of thofe Pefts of the whole Animal World, who 
were certainly formed by the Evil Principle ; and who feem 

te 
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to be the only Creatures on the Face of the whole Earth, 
which delight in doing Mifchief to others without any View 
of doing Good to themfelves. 

Whatever was the Caufe of our Sufferings, never was 
there a People more diftreft than we are. Come therefore, 
as foon as you poflibly can, to comfort your afflicted Friend, 
who could fcarce write thus much for Tens and who yet 
has not told you the Half of our Misfortunes. 





CURSUS GLACIALIS: 


ScaTInG, tranflated from the Mufe Anglican. 


LONG the Plain what chilling Profpeéts rife! 
The whiten’d Land{cape deep in Horror lies ! 
From the bleak North inclement Tempefts pour ; 
Fraught with keen Nitre comes the Icy Show’r: 
The filent Stream forgets its wonted Fall; 
Shoots into Length, and fornis a ftill Canal 5 
Proteus himfelf in Icy Fetters bound, 
No longer plays amidft the watry Round ; 
And wand’ring Neptune from his oozy Bed 
Views the ftill Ocean vaulted o’er his Head. 

Now to the Banks they crowd, whoe’er excell 
In fwift Dexterity of fliding well. 

Here various Arts the wond’ring Circle view 5 
One fkims the Surface with unaided Shoe ; 

In nobler Arts another’s Pride is feen, 

His careful Hand adapts a bright Machine ; 
With eager Foot he launches on the Main, 
Vifits each Part, and rounds the cryftal Plain. 

See, with what Force each labour’d Stroke he plies ! 
Now o’er the Wave with Speed redoubled flies ! 
Darts thro’ the Mead, as if he fwam in Air!— 
Now with quick Whirl he checks his mid Career— 


Cautious 





294 Th MUSEUM: Or the 


Cautious tho’ bold, he turns the pointed Heel ; 

The plough’d Ice creaks beneath the goring Steel ; 

Swift he returns amid th’ admiring Throng, 

And wantons o’er the Wave, and plays and glides along. 

Hence ’midft the Rigours of the raging Froft, 
External Cold in inward Warmth is loft ; 

More vigorous Heat his glowing Blood infpires, 
And his Cheek kindles with the brighteft Fires. 

If the rough Ice, where rifing Knots abound, 
Some Artift’s fmooth-continu’d Stroke confound ; 
Or if too weak, the gafping Surface yield; 

And lay the Heroe proftrate on the Field ; 

Then o’er the Lake loud Peals of Laughter rife, 
Bound from the Shore, and float along the Skies ; 
With Sneer infulting o’er the Wretched, all 
Deride his dripping Garb, and awkward Fall. 

But fee, of Youths a fwift experienc’d Band, 
All emulous of Fame in Order ftand ; 

Now to the Race with Arms extended ftrain, 
Bend to each Stroke, and fweep the level Plain - 
With Rounds ambiguous, wond’rous to behold, 
They wind their Way in many a fpiry Fold ; 
Orb within Orb their circling Steps imprefs, 
Small by Degrees, and beautifully lefs. 

So when fleet Swallows, a long twittering Train, 
In fome clear Evening wanton o’er the Plain ; 
Now fhoot along the Mead in airy Rings, 

Now fhave the level Flood with fteady Wings ; 
The pleas’d Spe&tator, while they lightly bound, 
Admires each giddy Wheel, and mazy Round. 

Thus arm’d with Steel, when Wint’ry Horrors rife, 
O’er the firm Ice the fwift Batavian flies ; 

Thro’ long Canals he cuts a fmoother Road, 


And {corns the tedious Bank which erft he trod ; _ 
Speeds 
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Speeds to his Friend thro’ Skies and Realms unknown, 
Or views.the Wonders of fome diftant Town. 
And oft’ the Village Dame undaunted glides 
O’er the calm Surface of the faithful Tides ; 
Thro’ the wide Champaign feeks the diftant Fair, 
Secure and fearlefs for her brittle Care : 
Lo, by the polith’d Metal wafted o’er, 
She lands in Safety on the deftin’d Shore ; 
‘The polifh’d Metal ploughs th’indented Plain, 
And the long hoary Furrows whiten all the Main. 


The TWO BEAVERS. A Fable. 


? WERE well, my Friend, for human Kind, 
Would ev’ry Man his Bus’nefs mind ; 
In his own Orbit always move, 
Nor blame, nor envy thofe above. 
A Beaver, well advane’d in Age, 
By long Experience render’d fage, 
Was fkill’d in all the ufeful Arts, | 
And juftiy deem’d a Beaft of Parts; 
Which he apply’d (as Patriots fhou’d) 
In cultivating Public Good. 
This Beaver, on a certain Day, 
A friendly Vifit went to pay 
Toa young Coufin, pert and vain, 
Who often rov’d about the Plain : 
With ev’ry idle Beaft conferr’d, 
Hearing, and telling what he heard. 
The vagrant Youth was gone from Home, 
When th’ ancient Sage approach’d his Dome ; 
Who each Apartment view’d with Care, 
But found each wanted much Repair. 
The Walls were craek’d, decay’d the Doors, 
The Corn lay mouldy on the Floors ; 
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Thro’ gaping Crannies rufh’d amain 
The bluft’ring Winds, with Snow and Rain. 
The Timber all was rotten grown, 
In fhort, ‘the Houfe was tumbling down. 
The gen’rous Beaft, by Pity fway’d, 
Griev’d to behold it thus decay’d ; 
And while he mourn’d the tatter’d Scene, 
The Matter of the Lodge came in. 

The firft Congratulations o’er, 

They reft recumbent on the Floor ; 
When thus the young conceited Beaft 
His Thoughts impertinent expreft. 

I long have been furpriz’d to find 
The Lion grown fo wond’rous kind 
To one peculiar fort of Beafts, 

Whilft he another fort detefts, 

His royal Favour chiefly falls 

Upon the Species of Jack-alls. 

They fhare the Profits of his Throne, 
He files on them, and them alone. 
Mean while the Ferret’s ufeful Race 
He fcarce admits to fee his. Face ; 
Traduc’d by Lies and ill Report, 
They’re banifh’d from his regal Court, 
And counted, over al} the Plain, 
Oppofers of the Lion’s reign. 

Now I conceiv’d a Scheme laft Night, 
Would doubtlefs fet this Matter right : 
Thefe Parties fhould unite together ; 
The Lion partial be to neither, 

But let them both his Favours fhare, 
And both confult in Peace and War. 
This Method (were this Method try’d) 
Would fpread politic Bafis wide, 
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And on a Bottom broad and ftrong, 

Support the focial Union long 

But Uncle, Uncle, much I fear, 

Some have abys’d the Lion’s. Ear. 

He liftens to the Leopard’s Tongue ; 

That curfed Leopard Jeads him wrong. 

Were he but banifh’d far away 

You don’t attend to. what I fay4 
Why really Couz, the Sage rejoin’d, 

The Rain, and Snow, and driving Wind, 

Beat through with fuch prodigious force, 

It made me deaf to your, Difcourfe. 

Now Couz, were my Advice purfu’d, 

{And fure I mean jt for your Good) 

Methinks you fhould this Houfe repair 5 

Be this your firft and chiefeft Care. 

Your Skill the Voice of Prudenge calls f 








To ftop thefe Crannies in-the Walls, 

And prop the Roof before it falls. 

if you this needful Tafk perform, 
“You'll make your Manfion dry and warm 5 
And we may then converfe together, 

Secure from this tempeftuous Weather. 


On the Prefent REBELLION. 


Written by a Young GENTLEMAN of Beverly School. 


O grata Libertas, & externi 
Albion impatiens Tyranni ! Mus. ANG. 


E facred Nine } my kindling Soul infpire 
With Rewe’s free Rage, or Afilton’s native Fire ; 
Since Albion’s Glories, or impending Shame, 
Rouze ev’ry gen’rous Breaft that pants for Fame, 
(A dreadful Period in theBook of Fate! 
But Q! preferve, kind: Heav’n, thy fay’rite State.), 
Qq For 
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For fullen Difcord fhakes her brazen Chains, 

And fpreads pale Terror o’er Britannia’s Plaitis ; 

Here Faétion foams, there dire Rebellion roars, ° 

And foreign Slaves infult fair Freedom’s Shores. 
If any Soul a Senfe of Manhood bears, 

Or loves his Country, or his King reveres ; 

If any Sparks of in-born Fire remain, 





Let breathing Vengeance boil in every Vein ; 
Let England glow with one unclouded Blaze, 
While high in Air th’ imperial Enfign plays. 

O would’ft thou, Mufe, ‘in thofe deep Annals dive, 
Where Chiefs enthron’d in lafting Triumph live ; 
Where Knights renown’d in myftic Order fhine, 
And Patriot Martyrs fwell th’ important Line : 
Emblazon’d: fair, bright Cre/y’s Palms appear, 

Black Edward thund’ring with his Ebon Spear ; 
Immortal Agincourt’s grim Conflidts rife, 
And vanquifh’d Gaul attefts her dread Surprize ; 
While Vidt’ry fits on Henry’s Arms confeft, 
A lambent Glory gleaming from his Creft, 
Still let Adedpomene’s foft Dirges mourn 
In tributary Tears o’er Godfrey’s Urn, 
Who fell devoted to his Country’s Caufe, 
Himfelf a Sacrifice to fave the Laws. 
Religion ficken’d at the Patriot’s Fate, 
. Till bold Nefau confirm’d our tott’ring State ;. 
Obfequious to his Word, Suipicions ceafe, 
- And all the Seeds of Difcord: fink in Peace, 
Let Jfer, rifing from his ouzy Bed, 
Eugenio’s Wreaths and Marlbra’s Laurels fpread ; 
While Main’s fmooth Streams fupport an equal Fame, 
And Cumberland eclipfe great Churchill’s Name ; 
Whofe mingled Blaze of Glory thall impart 
A cenfcious Ardour to each Britih Heart. - 
Hai! 
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Hail Queen of Ifles !- whom diftant Realms obey, 
Thyfelf a Stranger to defpotick Sway ; 

While feated firm on thy Neptunian Throne, 
Thou iffueft Laws to Kingdoms not thy own, 
When, rouz’d to Wrath, thy vengeful Bolt is hurl’d 
From Pole to Pole, Amazement ftrikes the World. 
To Thee each injur’d Monarch turns his Eyes, 
And on thy Juftice for Redrefs relies. 

Let cringing Vaflals {well the Gallick State ; 

But willing Sovereigns for thy Dictates wait : 
Since while thy facred Rights untouch’d remain, 
*Tis Thine from others to repell the Chain. 

Shall then thy Offspring, once the Wife and Brave, 
Confefs a Tyrant, and aflume the Slave ? 

With Envy and Regret behold the Spoils, 

Which juftly crown’d their great Forefathers ‘Toils ? 
Or fhall thofe Monuments be fwept away, 

With Property and Law condemn’d a Prey, 

A Prey to favage Hoards, a wretched Race, 
Which neither Merits, nor Pretenfions grace ? 
Sooner, O fooner Thames be ftain’d with Blood, 
And bloated Corps detain the ftruggling Flood; — 
Sooner may fcatter’d Limbs beftrew our Meads, 
And Warriors intermixt with mangled Steeds ; 

And ev’ry Sight of Horror load the Shore, 
Promifcuous Forms of Death, and ‘Tidés of Gore ; 
With Freedom’s Fall may Nature’s Empire end, 
And finking Worlds its Funeral attend. 

Rouz’d by the Danger, from his fafe Retreat 
Thy Wit1rAm fprings, with all his Father’s Heat, 
Breathing Revenge ; and loudly from afar 
His ‘Trumpets fummon all the Rage of War. 
Around his Banners gallant Youths repair, 

And itrive whe fhali the foremoft Dangers fhare. 


Q4 2 Fisppy 
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Happy the Land from whence thofe Patriots rofe, 
Happy, thrice happy, be the Banks of Oxze / 
Whence *midft the Terrors of ihcroaching Night, 
Firft dawn’d th’ anfpicious Beams of heav’nly Light ; 
And free-born Souls durft vindicate their Right. 
Glorious the Theme! which future Bards thal} raife, 
And on your living Laurels graft their Bays ; 

While they with Tranfport on th’ Example dwell, 
And wond’rous Truths to lateft Ages tell, 
Who-hence fhall learn to ftem Rebellion’s Force, 
And check the growing Mifchief in its Courfe ; 
From.you fhall learn to fcorn a tranfient Breath, 
Purfuing Fame thro’ Fire and Fields of Death ; 
Whilft waving in the Wind the Standards fly, 
Flames the red Crofs, and burfts with Shouts the Sky, 
WILiiaM, Revenge, Saint George, and Victory. 


Jox. Ackiom, 


abe ——" 





LITERARY MEMOIRS, 


Letters and Memorials of State in the Reigns of Queen 
Elizabeth, King James, King Charles she Firft, &c. 
— Faithfully tranfcribed from the Originals at 
Penthurft, and bis Majefty’s Paper Office. By 
Artuur Couiins, E/g; 2 Vol. Fol. Printed for 
T. Osporne, 1746. 


HIS Colle&ion well deferves the Netice of thofe who 

- are folicitous ‘that the moft authentic Materials from 
whence a perfect Hiftory of our own Nation can. be compiled 
or fupported, fhould be preferved for public Ufe ; not to men- 
tion that we find in- fuch Records a great Number of littic 
Anecdotes and Details, which though they may net obtain a 
Place in a general EHiftory, are yet very inftructive and amu- 
fing to a curiousReader, We are indebted to the noble ba- 
nuly 





Literary and Hefforical Recister. 40% 


infily of the Sydneys for thefe political Memorials, and to the 
Editor for having feleéted and refcued them from Duft and 
Oblivion.—He gives us in the Preface a concife but fatisfaéto- 
ry Survey-of this Colleétion ; I fhall ‘tranferibe fuch Para- 
graphs from it as may beft anfwer the fame End, and extract 
in the next place fome remarkable Paflages out of the Letters 
themfelves ; for a compleat and clofe Abridgment of fuch a 
Work is not to be expeéted.—The Perfons who have the 
principal Share in thefe Correfpondences are Sir Henry and 
Sir Philip Sydney, Mr. Rowland White, a Friend and Agent 
of Sir Rebert Sydney, Governor of Flufbing, and afterwards 
Earl of Leicefter ; Sir William Brown and Sir ‘Fobn Throck- 
morton, Deputy Governors of Flujhing ; Robert, the fecond 
Earl of Leiceffer of that Name, the Earl of Northumberland, 
and the famous Algernon Sydney. — 1 need not mention feme 
other Perfons of Note whofe Letters occur but feldom. ‘* In 
“< the Difpatches of Sir Henry Sydney Lord Deputy of Ireland, 
*¢ Mr. Collins obferves, we may difcern the lamentable and 
‘* diforderly State which the Natives of that Kingdom labour’d 
** under from their Tenures, barbarous Cuftoms, Want of 
*¢ Commerce, &c. as well as the Difficulties he furmounted 
*s in making any fort of Reformatien amongft theny” Of 
Bir Philip, that accomplifh’d Gentleman, he fays, ** It is to 
‘* be wifhed more of his Letters were preferved, but the 

few which Time has fpared us, will for that reafon be con- 

fider’d as the greater Rarities. Rowland White writ to 

Rebert Sydney whilft he refided at Flufhbing the News and 

Intrigues of the Court, and one meets with in his Advices 

feveral Particulars of the Earl of Effex’s Favour and 
*s Troubles, hitherto pafs’d over in Silence by the Hiftorians.”” 
The two Deputy Governers write concerning the State of the 
Garrifon, and the Tranfa¢tions of the War in the Netherlands, 
particularly of the famous Siege of O/fend. Robert, the fecond 
Earl of Leicefter, was employed by Charles the Firft both at 
the Courts of Denmark and France.—We find no Account of 
the firft of thefe Embaffies in 1632, though Mr. Collins fome- 
where refers us to it.—Moft of his Letters, and of thofe from 
the Secretaries of State relative to his Negotiations at Paris, 
from 1636 to 1640, are printed in the fecond Volume. ‘* My 
** Lord’s chief Bufinefs was the Management of a Treaty for 
** Recovery of the Palatinate, which though it be an Affair. 
** of Confequence is not taken notice of by our Hifterians. 
** Another Point, -and that of no {mall Delicac > Was to 
** watch over the French Court with regard to Scetlend.!” —ap 


The Earl of Noerthumberland’s Correfpondence with | Lord 
Lacefter, 
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Leicefter, his Brother-in-law, turns on the private Paflages 
and Difputes at Court for two or three Years before the Civil 
Wars broke out.—In Algernon Sydney’s Letters to his Father 
we have fome Account of his Mediation between the Northern 
Crowns on behalf of the Commonwealth, and of his Travels 
after the Reftoration in Germany and Italy. Mr. Collins has 
occafionally fubjoined a Note to the Bottom of the Page, 
«¢ which he hopes will be thought of Ufe, either in making 
“¢ the Reader a little better acquainted with the Family or 
<¢ Character of fome Perfon mentioned in the Correfpondence, 
** or in adding a fupplemental Fa& or Circumftance to fome 
s¢ Paflage in the Collection.”-—— 

After the Preface follow fome Memoirs of. the Lives and 
AGtions of the Sydneys, a good Part of which confifting of 
Genealogy, laft Wills, and Epitaphs, would have better fuit- 
ed a Work like the Peerage of England than the prefent, 
however the Reader will find two or three entertaining Pieces 
amongft them.— Then come the Letters themfelves, ranged in or- 
der of time, with Referenees where the Originals are depofited. 
Sir H. Sydney’s are addrefled to Queen Elizabeth, the Lords of 
Council, Sir W. Cecyl, and Secretary Walfingham. At the 
fecond time of his going Deputy to Jre/and in 1576, he made a 
Progrefs through the whole Realm, and in four very long and 
curious Difpatches, gives us the Refult of his Obfervations 
on the Condition of the Country, with the Particulars of ‘his 
own Proceedings and Entertainment in every Place. I cannot 
give a better Idea of the Merit of thefe Letters, than by ex 
hibiting from one of them a Picture of /reland in 1567, foon 
after Sir H. Sydney was placed at the Head of the Govern- 
ment ; and another of the fame Country in a moré improv’d 
State, when it had been for fome Years under his wife and 
vigorous Adminiftration.* P. 24. ** As touching the Eftate 
“© of the whole Country (Adun/fer and Connaught) for fo much 
<¢ as I faw of it, having travelled from Youghaill to Cork, 
<¢ from Cork to Kinfale, and from thence to the utmoft 
‘¢ Bounds of it towards Limerick; like as 1 never faw a more 
‘¢ pleafant Country in all my Life, fo never faw I a more 
<< wafte and defolate Land; no, not in the Confines of other 
s¢ Countries, where actual War hath continually been kepr 
<¢ by the greateft Princes of Chriffendom ; and there I heard 
*s fuch lamentable Cries and doleful Complaints made by that 
*¢ fmall Remain of poor People, which are yet left, who 

** hardly 


*LIn thefe Extraéts, for the fake of quick. tranfcribing, the old 
Spelling bas not been clofely followed. 
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“¢ hardly efcaping the Fury of the Sword and Fire of their 
‘© outragious Neighbours, or the Famine which their extor- 
‘© tious Lords had driven them unto, either by taking their 
Goods from them, or by fpending the fame by their riotous 
«¢ Exaction of * Coyne and Livery, make demonftration of the 
“<< miferable Eftate of the Country. Befide this, fuch horrible’ 
<< and lamentable Spectacles there are to behold, as the burn- 
“< ing of Villages, the Ruin of Churches, the wafting of fuch 
<¢ as have been good Towns and Caftles ;—yea, the View of 
¢¢ the Bones and Skulls of the dead Subjeéts, who partly by 
«¢ Murder, partly by Famine, have died in the Fields; as in 
*¢ troth, hardly any Chriftian with dry Eyes could behold. 
¢* Not long before my Arrival there, it was credibly report- 
«¢ ed, that a principal Servant of the Earl of De/mond, after 
«¢ he had burnt fundry Villages, and deftroyed a great Piece 
of a Country, there were certain poor Women fought to 
have been preferved, but too late ; yet fo foon after the hor- 
rible Fa& was committed, as their Children were felt and 
“¢ feen to ftir in the Bodies of their dead Mothers; and yet 
$* did the fame Earl lodge and banquet in the Houfe of the 
«© Murderer his Servant after the Fact committed. Surely 
«< never did People live in more Mifery than they do, nor as 
¢< it fhould feem of worfe Minds; for Matrimony amongft 
“< them is’ no more regarded in Effect, than Conjunétion be- 
“¢ tween unreafonable Beafts.. Perjury, Robbery, and Mur- 
<¢ der counted allowable. Finally, I cannot find that they make 
** any Confcience of Sin, and | doubt whether they chriften 
$¢ their Children or no; for neither find I Place where it 
*¢ fhould be done, nor any Perfon able to inftru@ them in 
© the Rules of a Chriftian ; or if they were taught, I fee no 
** Grace in them to follow it; and when they die, [ cannot 
** fee they make any Account of the World to come.” 

The Lord Deputy obferves, it was the fame in other 
Counties, as well for Defolation, Wafte, and Ruin, as for 
*¢ Lack of Reverence to her Majefty’s Name, Obedience to 
‘¢ her Laws, and evil Difpofition of the People.” 

In May 1577, (pag. 182, &c.) he writes thus to the Queen 
herfelf in Defence of his own Conduct, againft fome Parts of 
which, and particularly for impofing a Cefs on the Country 
for Maintenance of the Troops, Complaints had been fent 


* over 


“e 


«ee 
“ce 
be 


_ ™* Coyne and Livery were Contributions impos’d at pleafure on the 
Country by the Jri/> Lords and Chieftains, for Man's Meat, Horfe 
Meat, &c. Vide Siv J. Davis's Difgourfe of Ireland, &c. 
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over to England by feveral of the Nobility and Gentry of the 
Englifh Pale.* 

«¢ I know they will inculcate into your Highat moft gra- 
** cious and ready Ears to hear the Grief of your Subjedts, 
«¢ Poverty ; but if I were their faithful Advocate, knowing 
*¢ them as I do, I could not tell how to make Demonftration 
*¢ thercaf, and fpeak truly: Their Land was never more uni- 
‘© veif.lly tilled, nor fuller of Cattle than prefently ; their 
«< Cities and Towns more populous than ever in Memory of 
‘* Man; their Houfes fo far exceeding their Anceftors, that 
** they may be thought rather to be another, and a new Peo~ 
‘ ples than Defcendants of the old. In beftowing of their 
$* Children, a Gentleman I have known of this Age give 
*« more than three Barons in times paft. In Plate, and all 
*€ other Furniture of their Houfes, in Apparel of themfelves, 
«© Wives and Children, there is as great Odds between the 
“¢ prefent Age’s People and their Predeceflors, as in England 
«< is between a Yeoman and a good Squire ; befide the Num- 
“© ber trebled of their Sons, Kinsfolk, and Friends now. by 
** them kept in the Univerfities, and at the Study of the 
<< Law of the Realm, to that which their Elders kept, and 
*< each one they have ftandeth them in treble the Charge that 
** one ftopd the others in before ; and there be fome principal} 
«¢ Gentlemen, that have their Sons in Louvain, Doway, 
«¢ Rome and other Places, where your Majefty is rather hated 
s* than honour’d; and it is to be f{uppofed not without theiz 
¢* Charges; and as dear as ajl things are, they fare more deli-~ 
“< cately and chargeoufly than ever they did. And methink 
«¢ it fhould little impoverifh the People to fell now for a 
** Pound, that which in Memory of Man was not worth a 
«© Noble ; as long as in Quantity regarding Unfeafonablenefs 
<¢ of the Time and other Accidents, They have as before- 
«< time they were wont to have, only their Griefs, that 
«© your Majefty (though for their own Defence, without which 
«< they fhould have nothing left with them) fhould have any 
*¢ thing under the Price a private Perfon would give them. 
«¢ They are not able, they fay, to give to your Majefty other 
‘6 Stuff or Money for finding your Soldiers; but to furnifh 
«‘ that Triumvirate now fent to fupprefs your Majefty’s Pre- 
*¢ rogative, they can make above 1000 /, if they have gather- 


** ed fo much as they made their Reckoning for, whereof I 
“ wifh 


* The five Counties lying round Dublin were call'd the Engl 
Pale, as they were the firt improv’d and planted by Engi Ad- 
Venturers, 
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< with it would pleafe your Majefty to give.order, that th°Y 
** may be examined. 

** And thus much, moft gracious Sovereign, I have writ- 
ten of the Lnglif> Pale, (as they term it) what I have 
done, and what they practife ; which is a univerfal Con- 
fpiracy to deny any Supportation for your Majetty’s Army, 
without which, as I have often faid, neither you fhall be 
obey’d, nor the good People unopprefled. If their Practice 
and Standing in this Matter had not been, all Mun/fler (the 
Liberties of the Earls of Ormond and Defmond only except- 
ed) had confented to yicld an annual Rent out of their 
Lands for their Defence. And as Munfter had done, 
there is no doubt all the reft of the remote or unreclaimed 
Parts of the Realm would have done, &c. | 

In one Article of an Inftruction to Mr. Vaterbonfe, his 
Secretary, who was difpatched to Exgland by the Lord De- 
puty to anfwer the Objections made te his Condué, and 
reprefent his Wants, it is aflerted, * that the People framed 
** themfelves daily to be more menable, and better given to 
* embrace Civility by the planting of Juftice more univer- 
“¢ fally among{t them, and efpecially in the remoter Parts ; and 
“* therefore the rather defire to furrender the old States they 
*¢ have in their Lands, and take the fame again of the Queen, 
*< and yield her Rent and Service.” But a Stop was put 
to thefe hopeful Beginnings, by the Difturbances which foon 
after broke out in /re/and, fomented with Arms and Money 
from Rome and Spain; and efpecially by the Recalling of Sir 
Henry Sydney, who by the Levying of a * Cefs with a ftrict 
Hand, and taking away fome Freedoms and Privileges of 
the great Lords of the Pale, had ftirred up a powerful Faction 
againft him. For further Particulars of this Affair I muft 
refer to the Book itfelf. There is a remarkable Letter of Sir 
Heary’s, relating to the Earl of E/fex’s Death, which the fcan- 
dalous Chronicle of the ‘Times laid to the Earl of + Leicefter’s 
Door ; but he fhews, from many Circumitances, that it was 
purcly natural, and owing to a violent Flux. The /rif Phy- 
fician who attended him, was of Opinion he was not poifoned ; 
and my Lord himfelf being afked during bis Inefs, by the 
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* The Cefs was a Proportion of Vietuals furnifhed by the Coun- 
try to the Soldiers, and to tiie Lord Deputy’s Houfhold, at a Rate 
impofed by himfclf, with Advice of the Privy Courcil, and lower 
than the Market Price. 

+ Wolter D’ Devercux, he was a groat Adventures in Ircland. Lord 
Leto fier married his W icew. 
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Archbifhop of Dublin whether he thought he-had foul Play, 
anfyrered, that he felt within himfelf no Caufe why he fhould 
conjecture it fo to be. 
ir Philip Sydney is too celebrated aCharaéter not to dwell 
a little on what relates to him in thisWork. We have, pag. 
193. the following Teftimony in hisFavour from Sir Fr. 
Walfingham, whofe Son-in-law he afterwards became. ‘* Now 
touching your Lordfhip in particular,‘* I am to impart to you 
*¢ the Return of the young Gentlemanyour Son, Mr. Sydney, 
* whofe * Meflage was very fufficiently perform’d, and the 
“ relating thereof is no lefs gratefully received, and well 
liked of by her Majefty, than the honourable Opinion 
he hath left behind him with all the Princes with whom 
he had to negotiate, hath left a moft fweet Savour, and 
grateful Remembrance of him in thofe Parts. The Gentle- 
man hath given no fmall Arguments of great Hope, the 

Fruits whereof I doubt not your Lordfhip fhall reap, as 

the Benefit of the great Parts which are in him, and 

whereof he hath given fome Tafte in this Voyage, is to 

redound to more than your Lordfhip and himfclf, &c.’’ 

We afterwards find Sir Philip employed in defending his 
Father’s Adminiftration  againft the /ri Agents, wherein he 
did himfelf great Credit both by Speaking and Writing. 

That he was of pretty quick Refentment appears from a 
Letter of his to Mr. Molyneux, his Father’s Secretary, whom 
he fufpected of fhewing his Letters; after faying ‘* If it be fo, 
*¢ you have play’d the very Knave with me,” he ends thus, 

¢ But that for fo much as is paft; for that which is to come, 

I afflure you before God, that if ever I know you. do fo 

much as read any Letter I write to my Father, without 

his Commandment or my Confent, I will thruft my Dag- 
«¢ ger into you; and truft to it, for [ fpeak it in earneft. By 
‘© me Philippe Sydney.” Mr. Molineux’s Reply is politely 
and elegantly turned; he folemnly denies the Charge, and 
concludes that he would certainly ** ebey his Order ; how- 
‘* beit, if it had’pleafed you, you might have commanded me 
<< in a far greater Matter with a far lefs Penalty.” 

In pag. 294. is a Letter from Don Antonio, Prior of Crato, 
Competitor with Philip the fecond for the Crown of Portugal, 
inviting Sir Philip to accompany him in ari Expedition for the 
Recovery of his Rights; he fays, after mentioning feveral 
who were to be of the Party, * tho’ many others {hould go, 

“if 


* He had been fent on {pecial Commiffions to the Emperor and 
the Prince of Orange 





Literary and. Hiftorical REGISTER. 307 


*¢ if I did not fee you in the Company, I fhall fay, numerum 
© nen habet illa fuum.” 

It is fomething odd, confidering the Variety of Sir Philip 
Sydney’s Correfpondents, and the Projects wherein he was en- 
gaged, that we do not find more of his Letters. There is only 
one inferted in this Collection of any Length, which is an 
Epiftle to his Brother Robert, then on his ‘Travels, concern- 
ing his Studies and Exercifes. I do not take notice of a long 
epiftolary difcourfe to Queen Elizabeth, diffuading her from 
a French Match, becaufe it is already printed in the Cabala, 
but as to the other, I will tranfcribe a Paragraph or two from 
it: He mightily recommends the reading of Hiftory to his 
Brother. “* In this kind you have to note principally 
‘© the Examples of Virtue and Vice, with their good and evil 

Succeffes, the Eftablifhment or Ruin of great Eftates, with 

the Caufes, the Time, and Gircumitances of the Laws 

then writ of, the Entrings and Endings of Wars, and thero- 
in the Stratagems againft the Enemy, and Difcipline upon 
the Soldier ; and thus much, as a very Hiftoriographer 

Befides this, the Hiftorian makes himflf a Difcourfer for 

Profit, and an Orator, yeaa Poét fometimes for Ornament.” 
He advifes Robert to common-place whatever he reads under 
proper Heads, as in a Store-houfe,—** Be it witty Words, of 
*© which Tacitus is full; Sentences, of which Livy ; or Simili- 
“© tudes, of which Plutarch; —fo likewife in politic Matters ; 
“< and fuch a Table you may eafily make, wherewith I would 
*< have you ever join the hiftorical Parts, &c.. This I write to 
** you in great Hafte of Method, without Method; but with 
** more Leifure or Study (if I do not find a Book that fatis- 
“* fies) I will venture to write more largely thereof unto you.” 
—The latter Part of the Letter treats of his Exercifes, — Sir 
Philip advifes him to ** join reading the beft Books of Horfe- 
*¢ manfhip to the Exercife itfelf.”"—And as te Fencing, he 
fays, ‘* When you play at Weapons, I would have you get 
“* good Caps and Brafers, and play out your Play luftily, for 
*¢ indeed Ticks and Dalliances are nothing in earneft, for 
** the time of the onz and the other greatly differs; and ufe as 
§© well the Blow as the Thruft: It is good in itfelf, and be- 
** fides, exercifeth your Breath and Strength, and will make 
** you a good Man at the Tourney and Barriers.—Let no 
** Day pafs without an Hour or two of fuch Exercife : the reft 
‘© ftudy or confer diligently, and fo fhall you come home to 
** my Comfort and Credit.” ————— 

Before I quit this Subject, it may be proper to take notice, 
that as‘no was more ready to exert his exccltent Talents 
Rr2 in 
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in behalf of his Friends than Sir Philip Sydney, he has left in 
MS. behind him, which is now firit publifh’d, a Defence of 
his Uncle the Earl of Leice/er, in anfwer to the famous Li 
bel entitled Parfons’s Commonwealth. ‘The whole is writ wit 
great Spirit and Sharpnefs, as the Reader will judge fromm th 
Conclufion of the Piece. ** I do not mean to give any Man’ 
«¢ Eyes or Ears fuch a Surfzit, as by anfwering, to repeat his 
“s filthy Falfhoods, fo contrary to themfelves, as may wel 
«¢ fhew how ill, Lies can be built with any Uniformity. “Che 
“¢ fame Man (Earl of Leice/fer) in the Beginning of the Book, 
*« was fo potent as that the Queen had caufe to fear him ; the 
‘© fame Man, in the End thereof, fo abject as any Man might 
“ tread on him; the fame Man fo unfriendly, as no Man 
* could love him; the fame Man fo fupported by Friends, 
** that Court and Country were full of them; the fame Man 
** extremely weak of Body, and infinitely luxurious; the fame 
** Man a Daftard to fear any thing; the fame Man fo ven- 
‘* trous as to undertake having no more Title, fuch a Mat- 
‘© ter as Hercules himfelf would be afraid to do, if he were 
‘© here amongit us: in fum, in one and the fame Man, all 
‘* the Faults that in the moft contrary-humoured Men in the 
s¢ World can remain; that fure, I think, he hath read the 
«© Devil’s Roll of Complaints, which he means to put up 
*€ againft Mankind, or elfe he could never have been ac- 
“© quainted with fo many wretched Mifchicis; but hard it 
** were if every Goofe-quill could any way blot the Honour of 
** an Earl of Leicefler, written in the Hearts of fo many Men 
*© through Europe; neither, for me, fhall ever fo worthy a 
** Man’s Name be brought to be made a Queftion, where 
** there is only fuch a namelefs and fhamelefs Oppofer.”* 

Sir Philip, in the Knight-errant Style of the Arcadia, pro- 
ceeds to throw down the Gauntlet, ** tells his Adverfary he 
*< lies in the Throat, as he will be ready to juftify upon him 
*< in any Part of Europe, where he will affign him a’ free 
‘¢ Place of coming, within three Months after the Publica- 
** tion hereof. 

The Remainder of this Volume confifts of a Mifcellany of 
Lettcrs from different Perfons to Sir Robert Sydney, viz 
dir. Fhomas Bodley, Arabaflador at the Hague ; Mr. Gilpin, 
Refident there ; Late, Beal-, and Sir Thomas Wilks, Clerks 
of the Council ; and Mr. Rowland White, already mention’d ; 
the laft Letter in the Volume is dated in December 3595.— 
‘The following Extract frem one of Mr. Beale’s Letters (who 
was a Pesfon of good Expcrience and Abjjlity in Bufinefs, rin 

little 
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little chagrined at being as he thought neglected) will be a 
fufficient Specimen of this Part. 
«© ‘You have feen, that I have little Credit here, and truly 
*© in this thanklefs World, I have not thought nor feek to 
‘© entermeddle in any Matters, more than fuch whereto I am 
‘© by others forced; and therefore it may be, that I fhall not 
** be able to fatisfy your Expetation in fuch things, as you’ 
*© may look for at my Hands; but I truft you will accept my 
“© Good-will in friendly Part. I liked not Mr. Bodley’s eager 
*© and peremptory Conuniffion to the States; for eager and bit- 
“© ter Meflages never did good with fuch democratical Go- 
** vernments. Monarchs may well ufe them at Home, but 
“© they were never commendable abroad, efpecially where 
they be ufed in an unfeafonable Time, as | take this to 
be ; for the common Encmy, by raifing of the Siege of 
6* Groll, and the late Overthrow of the French Forces in 
“© Picardy, waxeth infolent. We are here put in Fear of 
** great Preparations by Sea in Spain, and it cannot be, but 
that the greater Tempeft is meant to fall upon thefe 
Parts. It hath been accounted a good and neceflary Point 
** of Policy, when Prince or Eftate hath to do with a puif- 
fant Enemy, to make fair Weather with the reft of his 
Neighbours, that if he cannot procure them‘to be join- 
ed with them, yet he may at the leaft keep them from 
aiding him that intendeth to do Mifchief. 
** But how is this cared for now ? the Eafterlings and 
Hans Towns are (I fear me) at our Enemy’s Devotion, 
and -will afift him 5 France little efteemeth our petty Suc- 
cours, and fmall regard that he thinketh hath been and is had 
of him. If Baligny be fo foon entered into Communication 
with the Count ot Fuentes, I fear that the next News will be 
worfe. It is written out of /ta/y, that there fhould be a Truce 
made for thirty Months, between the French King and the 
Duke of Savoy, which is like enough to draw on another‘with 
Spain ; for 1 have always feared, that confidering the {mall 
Account which they cfteem to be made of him here, thofe 
Counfellors that brought him to. forfake his Religion, will 
alfo find plaufible Reafons for him to forfake our Amity, 
notwithftanding that Proteftation which you brought from 
thence; and the King’s Jong lingring in thofe Parts, may 
be fufpected to be for fuch a Purpofe. From your Eftates 
he can export little, and here the Troubles of Jreland, and 
Preparations to refilt the Ipvafion of Spain, will fo occu- 
py us, that we fhall not be able to yicld Favours to any 
_other : wherefore this Meflage of Mr. Bodley, cannot but 
“ breed 


~ 
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‘© breed both a Diflike in the Eftates, and the French King 
<< alfo ; and if afterwards we be left alone, confidering our ma- 
$* nifold inward Weaknefles, what will become of us in the 
ss End? Sir Henry Killigrew, Mr. Alye, and myfelf, have 
*¢ of late been appointed to look in the Accounts between 
** her Majefty and the Eftates ; and, in truth, find the Mat- 
‘¢ ter fo, that they have been too cunning for us, according to 
“¢ the old Imperfection which Philip de Comines reporteth to 
“© be in our Nation, to be overtaken by others with whom 
** we are to treat ; but yet it is noe time now to break with 
** them, neither do I think that it is meant, and therefore [ 
“¢ could with, that they would be contented to condefcend 
*< to fend fome CGommiffions out, to refer the Points that 
*¢ in the Treaty are amifs, rather than to kindle more Strife, 
and Contention, which can but rejoice the common Ene- 
my, and turn to both our Prejudices. They have received 
great Benefits at her Majefty’s Hands, and it becometh 

‘ them to feek to have Things friendly compounded, rather 
*¢ than to be fought unto, &c.”” Confidering the Variety of 
Matter contained in this Volume, it was impracticable to give 
an adequate Idea of its Contents in a lefs Compafs ; but 
for the fame Reafon we muft referve our Extract of the Second 


(which no lefs deferves Attention) till another Opportunity, 





HISTORICAL MEMOIRS, 


The Hiftory, Conftitution, and Interefts of Sweden 
continued. 


T HE very fame Day Major Sinclair was murder’d, died 
Charles Duke of Holftein Gottorp, who always confider’d 
himfelf as prefumptive Heir to the Crown of Sweden. The 
next Year died the Emperor Charles VI. and Ann Emprefs of 
Rufia, which facilitated the Defigns of thofe who endeavour- 
ed to bring the Swedes to declare War againft the Ruffians, 
which at laft broke out in the Month of July 1741. The 
Events of which are toa well known to be dwelt upon here. 
It was attended with nothing but Misfortunes from the be- 
ginning, and while things went fo ill on the Frontiers, there 
happen’d a very unlucky Event’ at Stockholm, which-was the 
Death of the yon the latter End of November 7s, bos 
' weaes 
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Swedes were in hopes that things would have gone better after 
the great Revolution in Ruffa, which placed the Emprefs 
Elizabeth wpon the Throne; but after various Negociations, 
the War broke out again with greater Heat than ever, and 
the Swedes who had fo often in former times beat the Ru/- 
fians, were now beaten by them over and over, the beft Part 
‘of their Army made Prifoners, and all the Country of Fin- 
land \oft, which reduced them to the hard Neceffity of making 
Peace upon the beft Terms they could obtain. While this was 
under Confideration, ‘the Diet, which was again affembled, 
proceeded on the great Affair of the Succeffion to the Crown, 
the Eftablifhing of which they hoped would contribute to 
change the melancholy Face of their Affairs. But for the prefent 
this occafioned new Divifions and ftill greater Confuficns 
There were four Candidates for the Succeflion ; the firft was 
the young Duke of Hol/fein Gottorp, fupported by many of 
the Nobility and by a ftrong Party amongit the Burgefles, as 
well as by the. whole Order of Peafants; the fecond was 
Priace Frederick of Heffe-Cafel, Nephew to the King, for 
whom all the Clergy declared; the third was the Prince of 
Denmark, who had a very confiderable Party ; and the fourth 
the Duke of Deux Ponts, who is alfo of the Royal Family of 
Sweden, and had but a finall Party. After very warm De- 
bates, the Duke of Holftein was declared Succeflor, in the 
Month of Oéober 1742, by a Majority of two Votes only ; 
and Deputies were namec to offer him on certain Conditions 
the Reverfion of the Crown, in hopes he might induce the 
Czarina to reftore the grand Dutchy of Finland. But be- 
fore they arrived at Peterfburgh, he had embraced the Grees 
Religion, with a View to the Sueceffion of Rujfia, to which 
alfo he had a Claim of Hereditary Right. 

This Scheme having failed of producing its defired Effect, 
was followed by Confequences that were equally unavoida- 
ble and unexpected ; for the Peafants that had exprefled fuch 
unanimous Affection for. the Houfe of Hol/lein, began with 
the fame Zeal and Unanimity to efpoufe the Intereft of the 
Prince of Denmark, to whom alfo the Clergy began to lean ; 
they likewife infifted on the calling to a fevere Account the 
Generals that. had commanded the Forces in the two lait Cam- 
om: and thofe very Perfons that had fhewn the greateft 

Varmth in promoting the War with Rufia, were now 
equally warm in demanding the Punifhment of all fuch as 
were the Authors of that War. Yet inthe midft of thefe 
domeftick Difputes, Peace appeared as precarious as ever, 
and the Dict icemed equally unable to bear the Thoughts 

of 





312 ~ The MUSEUM: Or the 


of lofing Finland entirely, or falling upon any Expedient for 
recovering it : except receiving it as an Equivalent from the 
Hands of the Czarina, with which View his Britannick Ma- 
jefty having offered his Mediation, the Conferences were 
continued at 4bo. Thefe, at laft, ended ina Treaty, by which 
Ruffia confented to reftore all that had been taken in this 
War from Sweden, except a fmall Diftri& in Finland, and 
to renew the Peace between the two Nations in cafe the 
States of Sweden fhould eleét Prince Adolphus Frederick, Ad- 
miniftrator of Hol/fein, and Bifhop of Lubec, Succeflor to 
the Crown ; and in this Cafe the young Duke of Holfein, 
whom they had already elected, and who was now become he- 
reditary Prince of Sweden, offered to make a folemn Refig- 

nation of all his Claim and Right to the Swedifh Diadem. 
When this Treaty came to be confidered in the Diet at 
Stockholm, there arofe very high Debates; but at laft the 
Confideration of the great immediate Advantages which 
were to arife from the Eleétion of the Bifhop of Lubec, 
and the Profpect of continual Difputes in cafe they eleét- 
ed any other Succeflor, brought over all the Orders of 
the States to this Propofition; and Duke Adolphus was ac- 
cordingly chofen hereditary Prince and Succeflor of Sweden, 
on the 23d of une 1743. But while the Diet was thus 
providing for their prefent Peace and future Safety, the Dale- 
carlians took up Arms and marched direétly to the City of 
Stockholm, under Pretence of fupporting the Intereft of the 
Prince of Denmark, in which they perlifted, notwithftanding 
the King took all poffible Methods to reduce them by fair 
Means to their Duty. At laft, the Malecontents attempted 
by Force to overturn what the King and the States of Swe- 
den had confented to, which obliged his Majefty, much againit 
his Will, to employ Force likewife, and this too in his capital 
City ; where after a fharp Engagement, in which one of the 
Senators at the Head of the King’s Troops wasmortally wound- 
ed, the Rebels were totally defeated, obliged to lay down their 
Arms and fubmit to the King’s Mercy, which was extended 
to them in the moft ample Degree, notwithftanding the Black- 
nefs of their Crime. But this extraordinary Inftance of Royal 
Clemency, did not foften the Refen ments of the Peafants 
againft two unfortunate Noblemen, viz. Count Locuwenhaupt ” 
and Baron Buddenbrok, who to fatisfy them, had been con- 
demned for want of Succefs.in the two lait Campaigns, and 
whofe Execution was now demanded with fuch Heat, that 
the moft merciful Monarch in the World could not refufe it. 
Licutcuanc-General Baron Buddenbrok futtered frit, on the 
fixteemh 
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fixteenth of Fuly intthe fame Year ; but Field-Marfha. Count 
Loeuwenhaupt made his Efcape, yet was foon after ret. ken ; 
and notwithftanditig the Nobility and Clergy were inclined to 
fpare his Life, yet the Peafants were inflexible ; and to fatis- 
fy them, he was accotdin® to his Sentence beheaded. The 
King retired to his Country Palace, till thefe melancholy 
Scenes were over, and the Peafants gratified in their Revenge 
confented to the Eleétion, which being fignified to Duke 
Adsiphus, he went foon after to Stockholm, where he was re- 
ceived with univerfal Acclamations. 

The King of Denmark, who for Reafons that will appear 
in the next Article, had tnany Motives to diflike this fudden 
and extraordinary Elevation of the Houfe of Holfein, and 
who befides was not a little mortified on the Score of his 
Son’s being fet afide to make way for the Bifhop of Lubec ; 
began to make fuch vaft Military Preparations as feemed to 
fpeak a Defign of invading Sweden, and which for fome 
Months not only amufed the North, but all Ezroape ; but the 
Czarina found means to lay this Stosm, by declaring roundly 
to the Courts of Stockholm and Copenhagen, that fhe would 
maintain the Eleétion fhe had promoted, with the whole 
Force of her Empire. To eftablifh the Peace of the King- 
dom more effectually, it was thought highly requifite, that 


the Prince Succeffor fhould a and accordingly he efpouf- 


ed the Princefs Louifa Ulrica, Sifter to the King of Praja, 
by whom he has already had a Son. Thus we have given 
a large Account of the Affairs of Sweden, from the Time 
fhe began to make a Figure amongft the Powers of Europe; 
and have fhewn how fhe extended, and how fhe has loft her 
Dominions, how fhe has changed her Conftitution, and 
from being limited, became an abfolute, and now a limited 
Monarchy again. All which Circumftances the Reader will 
find not only requifite to the underftanding what we have to 
fay of the political Interefts of. this Nation, but «ifo highly 
ufeful in refpect to the remaining Hiftory of the North, in- 
afmuch as almoft every remarkable Event therein, at leaft 
for feveral Ages paft, is fome Way or other connecied 
with the Affairs of this Kingdom, fo that the Room we have 
taken in this will enable us to be more concife in the fuc- 
ceeding Articles. 

As there is no Way of learning the Intereft of Sweden, 
but by confulting the Hiftory, fo it is impoflible to form’a 
right Notion of its Government without being acquainted 
with the Temper and Manners of the People. The Swedes 
have, like other Nations, good Propertics and bad ones ; they 

Ss are 
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are ungueftionably as brave, as hardy, and as patient a 
Nation as any in the World, which fits them for Soldiers ; 
amd as they were difciplined and intermixed with Foreigners 
of all Countiics, that had either fignalized themfelves by 
Skill or Courage in Service, this in the Space of a few 
Years render’d their Armies juflly famous. They are like~ 
wife moft fincerely zealous for the Proteftant Religion, ac- 
cording to the Latheran Doétrine, which is not only the 
Faith by Law eftablifhed, but the only one tolerated in that 
Kingdom. The Nobility, Gentry, and better fort of 
People, have all a Tincture of woes, J and very few have 
more ; they have always been efteemed loyal to their Princes, 
and have generally faewn themfelves hearty Friends to Liber- 
ty, though they have been fometimcs miftaken about it, and 
yet have perfifted obftinately in their Miftakes. As to the 
v ices of the Swedes, they are at leaft as confpicuous as their 
Virtues ; they havea Ficklenefe in their Tempers, which proves 
equally fatal to them in the Purfuit of Politicks or Learn- 
ing; they have a great Proportion of Vanity, which difplays 
itfelf particularly in Furniture and Equipage ; for as to thof¢ 
Expences that make no Shew, thefe People are little addifted 
to them. But theVice predominant among them is Envy, direét- 
ed more particularly againft Strangers, who if they thrive in 
Trade, at Court, or in the Army, it fills tne People with an 
unaccountable Malice and Difpleafure; and the fame bad 
Turn they are apt to take even againft their own Country- 
men, more efpecially if they fpring from low Beginning, or 
rife at too quick a Rate. ‘They are not much inclined to 
Manufactures, nor have they any true Genius for Frade, 
though they have good Ships and fkilful Seamen ; but they of 
fufpicious, efpecially where Foreigners are concerned, and fo 
very impatient if ‘Things do not immediately fucceed, 
that there feems to be no great Reafon to apprehend their 
ever acquiring an extenfive Commerce, or confequently 
their ever becoming a maritime Power ; but on the other 
hand, it may be prefumed, they will not negleé& that Naval 
Strength which they have already acquired, and for the fup- 
port of which, as well as for all other Things ufeful or ne- 
ceflary to the Publick, the Laws have made a competent 
Provilion in Sweden. 

After confidering this fair and impartial Character of the 
Swedifh Nation, we need not be at all furprized at the va- 
rious Revolutions to which their Government has been fub- 
ject. Their Love of Freedom has been, to fay the Truth, 
their rcigning Paffion ; and not being always able to fee fo 
diftinctiy how thefe Evils might be cured, which they well 
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enough difcerned did not become a brave Nation to endure; 
they took fuch Methods as were dictated either by their own 
Defpair, or they were advifed to by fuch as undertook to pro- 
cure their Deliverance. But ftill there were fome fhort Max- 
xims, and fome fundamental Articles of Government, from 
which they never departed, and upon which they grounded 
that Conftitution which took Place after thef fhook off the 
Yoke of Denmark, and beftowed the Crown upon Gu/favus 
Vafa, from whom their laft Kings are defcended. Amongtt 
thefe fundamental Points, the two moft material were the 
«preferving the Legiflative Power entirely to the States of the 

ingdom, and fo much of the Executive as wag thought 
expedient for the publick Good in the Hands pf the Se- 
nate, upon which two Columns they conceived the Stru€ture 
of their Common-wealth might always reft. 

As for the States of the Kingdom, the ufual Time of their 
Affembly is once in three Years, or oftener, if the Affairs of 
the Kingdom require it. The Letters for calling them to- 
gether are fent to the Governors of Provinces, who there- 
upon write to each Nobleman and Gentleman of their Pro- 
vince, and to the Bifhops, who caufe the fame to be pub- 
lifhed in all Churches. ‘The Body of the Nobility. and Gen- 
try ate reprefented by one of each Fam y, of which there are 
above a thoufand in Sweden, and with them the Colonel, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Major, and one Captain of each Regi- 
ment fit and vote. Fer the Clergy, belides the Bifhops and 
Superintendants in each rural Deanery, or ten Parifhes, one 
is chofen and maintained at the Charge of his Electors ; thefe 
thake a Body of about two hundred. The Reprefentatives 
of the Burghers are chofen by the Magiftrates and Com- 
fon Council of each Corporation, of which Stockholm fends 
four others two, and fome who makein all about one 
hundred and fifty. The Peafants of each Diftrid chufe 
ore of their qwa Quality’ to appear for them, whofe 
Chatges they bear, and give hin Inftructions about fuch 
Matters, as they think need Redrefs s they are about two 
hundred and fifty. At their firft Meeting the King is pre- 
fent with the Senate, and the Prefident of the Chancery 
makes tliem a Speech on the King’s behalf, in which he gives 
thém a fhort Accoust of what has happened fince their laft 
Meeting, and of the principal Points his Majefty has called 
thera’ together to confult about ; and afteran Anfwer given 
by the Speaker of each of the four Orders, they withdraw to 
théir refpective Houfes, where each Order elects out of its 
own Body a certain Number of Members to make up the 
f{ecret Committee, which prepares and digefts Matters = the 
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Confideration of the States. Each of the feveral Orders has a 
negative Voice, but in their refpective Houfes the Majority of 
Votes decides the Bufinefs. The Reafon that the Military 
Officers have in Right of their Commiffions a Seat in. the 
Diet is, becaufe the Army makes 2 Part of the Conftjtution ; 
the Officers are for Life, and have Eftates equivalent to their 
Pay, and being generally Men of good Families befide, there are 
no Inconveniencies to be feared from their having Places in 
this Affembly. The Clergy are a very powerful Body, and 
their Sentiments are ufually of great Weight in the Diet; for 
th.re are no Diffenters in Sweden of any Denomination what- 
ever, which obliges their Princes to court the Clergy very 
much. The Houfe of Burgefles is commonly well-aftected to 
the Crown, and remarkably moderate in their Proceedings. 
The Peafants, on the contrary, are often very warm and 
very obftinate ; and they may be coniidered as the Country 
Intereft in Swed:n, or rather as the Landed Intereft ; and on 
that Account have great Regard paid them. Each of the 
Houfes have a Right to reprefent their Grievances to the King, 
who gives feparately fuch Anfwers as he thinks proper; and 
at the Conclufion of the Diet every Member of the Orders of 
the Clergy, Burgeffes and Peafants, has an Extra& given 
him of their whole Proceedings, and the King’s Anfwer to 
their Grievances, which he carries home to his Conftityents. 

The Senate hath not only Authority to advife the King in 
all Bufineis of Importance, but may likewife admgnifh, and 
even oyer-rule him, in cafe he attempts any thing contrary 
to Law; and without the Concurrence of the Senate he can 
undertake nothing of Jmportance. They take an Oath of 
Fidelity to the Kingdom, and are accountable for their Con; 
duct to the States, who, in cafe they difapprove the Behaviour 
of any ofthem, may, tho’ itbe very {eldom done, remove them, 
In the three laft Reigns their Power was much icflened, and 
in fome Meafure taken away, but it is now reftored, and 
made a fundamental Part of the Conititution; they have the 
Dire&ion of the Revenue, and in cafe of the King’s Ab- 
fence from his Dominions they have the executive Power en- 
tirely in their Hands. The King appoints all Military ,Offi- 
cers under the Degree of Colone! ; but in appointing Officers 
of that or a fuperior Rank, he muft have. the Confent of. the 
Senate ; and the fame is neceflary in framing and publifhing 
Proclamations and other Acts of State. It appears clearly 
from hence, thatthe Royal Power in Sweden is as much h- 
mited there as in any Country in the World; and- the 
annulling all Pretence to arbitrary and independent or abfo; 
Jute Power in the Crown is alfo becgme a fundamental haw 
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So that the Incroachments of Charles XI. who made ufe of 
the States to weaken and controul the Senate, and of 
Charles XII. who flighted and difregarded the States them- 
felves to fuch a Degree, as to talk of fending one of his old 
Boots to direét them in their Deliberations, have proved the 
Means of reftoring the old Government in its full Vigour, 
and taught the Swedes to put their Conftitution on as right 
as well as regular Footing, as any that occurs either in an- 
tient or modern Hiitory : Nor is there at prefent any~Probabi- 
lity that the Crown will ever acquire fuch a Degree of Power 
as is requilite to alter it in any material Point. 

The Revenue of the Crown, or rather Kingdom of Sweden, 
has becn very much leffened by the Misfortunes they have 
fuftained during the long War in the Reign of the late King, 
and that which has happened under his prefent Majefty againft 
Rufia. But however, as the Expences of the Government 
have alfo been leffened, there ftill remains a competent Pro- 
vifion for the King’s Civil and Military Lifts, and whatever 
elfe is requifite for the Publick Service; fo that while their Fi- 
nances are regularly and frugally managed, they will always 
be able to maintain their Government in fuch a Condition as 
not to ftand at ajl in Need of Subfidies from Foreign Courts, 
or to be apprehenfive in any Degree of Invafions from their 
Neighbours, They are l.kewife in lefs Danger of fuffering by 
a long Peace than moft gther Nations, becaufe they con- 
ftantly keep up a great Body of regular Troops, and that with- 
out any Danger to their Liberties. For the Army in Sweden 
is the Army of the Kingdom, and every Foot Soldier is main- 
tained by his own Freehold, affigned him by the Conftitution, 
and from hence js derived the Right of their Officers to fit and 
vote in the Diet, becaufe they are pofleffed, as Officers, of fo 
large a Landed Property therein, an Eftate for the Mainte- 
nance of a Colonel being worth 300 Pounds Sterling a Year, 
and fo in Proportion: from whence we may eafily dif- 
cern, that no Sort of Argument can be drawn from this 
Practice in Sweden, to countenance the admitting military 
Officers into the Diets of other Countries, where their 
Circumftances are quite different. There is another Conve~ 

*nience which refulfs to the Swedes from thus ordering their 
Militia, which is, that the Laws are guarded by the Sol- 
diers ; who, as they derive their Property from their prefent 
Conftitution, will be always Friends to it, and Enemies to 
fuch as fhall labour to overturn it,whether Minifters or Peo- 
ple, as appeared plainly in the Cafe of the laft Infurreétion, 
when the Army remained firm to their Duty, and will 
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very probably appear, if any Prince hereafter fhould attempt 
to extend his Power beyond the Limits of the Law. And it 
is chiefly on thefe Reafons that I ground my — of 
Sweden remaining ina State of quiet Setlement at Home for 
many Years to come, efpecially now the Succeffion is regu- 
Jated, and the hereditary Prince of Sweden is bleit with a 
Son. Let us next look to her Situation abroad, and in re- 
gard to other Countries. 

The Interefts of Swe'en are now fo changed from what 
they were at the Time Baron Puffendorff wrotc about them, 
that how excellent foever his Difcoyrfes might be in thofe 
Times, they can now be of little Ufe ; and, perhaps, inftead 
of being ferviceable they contribute to miflead us. The Swedes 
who in former Ages had very little tq do with the Turks, are 
bound at prefent to maintain the Engagements they have en- 
tered into with them, in order to fecure ‘their Friendfhip in 
eafe of a War with Rafia. Their Intereft with regard to 
the laft mentioned Power cannot eafily be fated ; as long as the 
Swedes are inclin’d to think Peace abfolutcly neceflary,they will 
live in ftriét a ene with this Empire ; but if ever the 
fhould entertain. different Sentiments, and defire to recover thofe 
fine Provinces which formerly were annexed to Sweden, and 
made the moft.valuable Part of her Dominions, they ma 
poffibly find fome favourable Opportunity of breaking wit 
the Court of Peterfourg; yet this muft be done with great 
Caution, and firch an Opportunity feems at prefent at a very 
great Diftance : But as to any Danger that the Swedes are in 
from the prefent Power of the Kuffians, it feems to be much 
magnified by thofe who would be thought to apprehend it, 
fince it is very evident, that the Rufians are more concern- 
ed to improve what they have, than to acquire new Countries. 
Befides, the very Loffes of the Swedes on the Side of Ruffia, 
has been attendcd with’ fome Advantages elfewhere. In the 
firft Place it has left no Room for Difputes between them 
and the Poles; it has given the King of Prufia a new Inte- 
reft, fo that it is highly probable he wil] rather contribute to 
preferve the Swedi/b Dominions in Germany, than endeavour 
¢o get them into his own Hands, as having more to hope 
from the Friendfhip of the Swedes, than from the fimall Ac-* 
eeffion of Strength which would: accrue to him by getting 
what they {till have in Pomerania added te his Territories. 
It is the fame thing in refpe&t to Denmaré; and tho’ there 
has been a long Hatred between the People of thofe two King- 
doms, yet they begin now to fee, that this has rendered them 
both inconfiderable., and that the only Way for them to be 
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refpected, is to live in the clofeft and ftriéteft Friendthip, 
which while they do, no Foreign Power will be able to hurt, 
or inclined to provoke them. 

The Swedes have for many Years had a very clofe Con- 
nection with the French, grounded chiefly on Treaties of 
Subfidy, and a fuppofed Correfpondence between their In- 
terefts ; but at the Bottom the former has been really of the 
higheft Prejudice to Sweden, as creating much larger Expen< 
ces than the French Subfidies amount to, and being attended 
with greater Difadvantages and Inconveniences; and in refj 
to the latter, as the Power of the Houfe of Au/ffria is fo 
much declined, and her Views fo manifeftly altered fince 
the beginning of the prefent Century, the Swedss can have 
nothing to fear from her on that Account, or to hope from. 
France. Their Obligations to the maritime Powers, but 
more efpecially to Great-Britein, have been frequent and con- 
fiderable ; fo that Experience, as well as general Maxims 
of Policy, will probably incline them to a conftant Cultiva~ 
tion of that Friendfhip which has fo long fubfifted with .thofe 
Powers, and which will be always neceflary, confidering the 
great Effects their Squadrons are capable of producing when- 
ever they appear in the Baltick. The Intereft which Sweden 
had in Germany is much leffen’d, but perhaps it is ftill as 
ufeful, and of as great Confequence to them as it-ever was, 
fince they yet preferve a Seat in the Diet of Ratifbon, are 
greatly confider’d by the Proteftant Powers in the Empire, 
and have, or may have for their faft Friends now, thofe 
that were formerly their bittereft Enemies. As to Spain, 
Portugal, Italy, and other diftant Countrics, though their 
Alliances may be honourable, yet they can hardly be very 
ufeful to the Crown of Sweden. 

On the whole we may venture to affert, that in her pre- 
fent Circumftances Sweden can only follow one of thefe three 
Courfes. She may, if fhe pleafes, attend to reftoring the 
inward Strength of her People, increafing their Manufac- 
tures and extending their Commerce, in which cafe fhe muft 
ftudy to preferve Peace with all her Neighbours, which may 
be eafily effe&ted ; and will perhaps prove the fafeft, fureft, 
and fpeedieft Way of repairing her Loffes, and reftoring her 

‘Credit, without being obliged to France, or any other Na- 
tion for Subfidies, which always produced Faétions and Di- 
vifions in that, and indeed all other Nations. She may 
attach herfelf to Rujia in fupport of the Intereft of the 
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Houfe of Holffein, and in that Cafe fhe will perhaps be a- 
ble to extend her Trade through that Empire to Per/ia ; 
and may likewife reap other Advantages from her Affiftance, 
if any Change fhould happen in the prefent Circumftances of 
the Powers of Europe. Or laftly, the may throw her Weight 
into the oppofite Scale, and in Conjun@ion with Denmaré, 
Pruffia, France, and perhaps Poland, eftablifh a Balance of 
Power againft Rujfia, which it is not impoffible may like- 
wife be attended -with fome Advantages. But without all 
doubt, the firft is the wifeft Courfe ; and to fay the Truth, 
if all the Powers of the North were united, it would not 
only prove for their common Benefit, but great Advantages 
would likewife refult from thence to every State in particu- 
lar, and to none greater than to Sweden. ‘Time will fhew 
how far thefe Maxims are underftood in that Country, and 
will, I dare fay, abundantly juftify the Reafonablenefs of 
thefe Conjectures as to the future, and the Impartiality of 
the Accouut we have given of the prefent Interefts of this 
Crown and Nation. 


The END of Numser VIIL 








